
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
Study on Children´s Equitable Access to Justice in Armenia 

 
Job Title: Desk Researcher (3 months) 
Location: EPF, Yerevan, 1/21 Azatutyan ave., apt. 23 
Department: Programs 
Reporting To: Artak Ayunts, Program Manager 
Starts: August 12, 2015 
 
Background and Rationale 
 
Access to justice has been defined as the ability to obtain, through formal or informal justice 
processes, a just and timely remedy for violations of rights as put forth in national and international 
norms and standards including the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Accessing justice is a 
pre-requisite for one to exercise his or her rights. As stated by the United Nations Committee on the 
Rights of the Child, ‘for rights to have meaning, effective remedies must be available to redress 
violations.’1 Lack of access to justice is a defining attribute of poverty and exclusion and certain 
groups – such as women, minorities and people with disabilities – are generally more affected than 
others.  
 
In spite of its crucial role in the protection of children’s rights, the issue of children’s access to 
justice has been rarely researched and has not been systematically tackled so far, often leading to 
children not being taken into account in access to justice policies and programmes. In Armenia, only 
limited support mechanisms are provided to the general public when it comes to accessing justice. 
Therefore, vulnerable groups, such as children, often face even greater challenges for using the law 
to protect their rights and interests.   
 
In order to grasp the full scope of the challenges children face when accessing justice, a study needs 
to be conducted that extends beyond a legal analysis and focuses on the practical obstacles children 
face. Most importantly, the study needs to take the views of children, families and communities into 
account to reflect the full scope of the research study. The study will further demonstrate that 
children do have different needs and rights due to their minority status and that different, additional 
support is needed to comply with international standards pertaining to children.  
 

                                                      
1 UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 5, CRC/GC/2003/5, 2003 



UNICEF in Armenia will support the RA Government on enhancing children´s access to justice 
within its next country programme cycle 2016-2020, which renders an appropriate analysis of the 
situation even more pivotal.  
 
Objective  
 
The main objective of the Study is to: 
 

- Obtain a clear and comprehensive understanding of the issue of children´s access to justice 
in Armenia with a focus on the most vulnerable groups (including children living in poor 
and/or difficult family circumstances, children with disabilities, girls etc.) 

 
To support the Study, Desk Research should be carried out in the initial stage of the Study2.  
 
Job specification/Overview 
 
To support the study a Desk Research should be undertaken: 

• To translate and adapt into Armenian context existing key-informant and focus-group 
questionnaires; 

• To analyze  the relevant literature on children’s access to justice issues in Armenia; 
• To collect administrative data (e.g. number of children accessing courts, outcomes of these 

proceedings, etc.) through official government bodies; 
• To map international and national actors, including the UN and NGOs, engaged in access to 

justice and specifically children’s access to justice; 
• To analyze the data collected from key-informant and focus group interviews3.  

 
Scope of Specific Activities of Desk Research (review): 
 

• The types of institutions and processes – judiciary and non-judiciary (e.g. mediation 
processes or Ombudsman offices); criminal, civil and administrative4; formal and informal 
(such as traditional justice mechanisms) – to which children can and do resort to;  

• The legal dimensions of children’s access to justice and standing in court (e.g. the possibility 
to take legal action on their own or through representatives only) and their implications in 
terms of child rights;  

• The main obstacles that children face in accessing justice, differentiating between the 
obstacles faced by all citizens and the obstacles specifically due to children’s minority status;  

• The groups of children who are most affected  in Armenia, including potential urban/rural, 
ethnic, gender and other disparities; particular attention will also be given to children in 

                                                      
2 Key informant interviews and focus groups will be carried out in the follow up of Desk Research 
3 This activity will be implemented after the fieldwork, towards the end of the Project.  
4 It is important that the desk research covers civil and administrative systems as well.  



closed facilities (institutions for children deprived of parental care or with disabilities, 
detention centers, special schools, etc.); 

• The role of the various justice institutions/processes and information/support services in 
either leveling or reinforcing inequalities;  

• The national and international actors involved in access to justice and specifically children’s 
access, their respective mandate and main action(s);  

• Key policy advocacy and programming opportunities for UNICEF and others to support 
greater access to justice, including in terms of partnerships. 

 
Reporting 
 
The report should be minimum 20 pages (single space), in Armenian, including: Executive 
Summary, Literature Review, Key findings and Policy Recommendations.  
 
Duration 
 
The duration of Desk Research is 3 (2+1) months5, starting on August 12, 2015.   
 
 

                                                      
5 The first 2 months of the Project will be devoted to Desk review and last 1 month will be devoted to 
analyzing materials collected from the fieldwork.  


