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PROTECTING CHILD RIGHTS OF RELIGIOUS MINORITY GROUPS IN ARMENIA 

NARRATIVE REPORT 

 

 

         GENERAL OVERVIEW 

In May 2014, Eurasia Partnership Foundation (EPF) in cooperation with World Independent 

Youth Union began the implementation of “Protecting Child Rights of Religious and Ethnic 

Minority Groups in Armenia” project supported by CoE Office in Yerevan.  The goal of the 

program is to facilitate discussions on the topic of discrimination against children of minority 

groups which occurs mainly in public schools, especially in rural areas combined with 

pronounced social exclusion in areas where ethnic minorities reside in separate communities. 

Additionally, the program intended to create a favorable environment for young people within 
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these regions, allowing them to propose project ideas for the promotion of non-hate speech 

activities that address regional discrimination issues.  The program had three main objectives:   

1) To raise youth awareness about human rights and fundamental freedoms as well as the 

importance of respecting diversity and pluralism. 

2) To promote social inclusion of children of ethnic and religious minorities with 

majority children 

3) To improve the situation of media coverage of minority-related issues, mainly in social 

media and by young citizen journalists, and to raise the understanding of the damage of 

‘hate speech’ among young people. 

 

The target group of project participants included: children and youth from vulnerable and 

socially-excluded groups of society, including: economically disadvantaged families and young 

people representing religious or national minorities. In addition, “History of the Armenian 

Church” school teachers and policy makers/executives in the educational sphere were also 

involved in the discussions.  

 

The main focus of project activities implemented by EPF were actions which need to be taken in 

order to change the situation in the life of children at the grassroots level. The implementation of 

the project lasted approximately two months. This document provides an update on project 

activities and results achieved under the above mentioned objectives. Below is a brief overview 

of the planned activities implemented in the following four regions: Armavir, Lori, Tavush and 

Shirak. 

 

 
 

Activities Implemented 

 

Activities implemented over the period of May– June, 2014 included: 

 

(1) Documentary viewing was organized to generate discussion among participants on existing 

stereotypes, ‘hate speech’ and conservatism often confused with patriotism. The film “Iranian 

Spaghetti” (http://vimeo.com/62067692.) was used for the discussions. The film features 

monologues of two young persons – one from Iran, who has moved to live in Armenia and 

another young person from Armenia, who is traveling in Iran. They share their experiences of 

how they in “another” culture, which stereotypes they are faced with and educate themselves 

about people of other religions. The documentary is used to facilitate discussion between 

participants, including representatives of other religious and ethnic minority groups from 

Armenia (Jehovah’s Witnesses, “Word of Life”, Ezits, Atheists, Pentecostals, and others).  

 



3 
 

 

(2)  The second part of the workshop was dedicated to an exercise entitled “Mapping Society 

Stereotypes” to identify different types of stereotypes existing in the society causing 

intolerance and aggression, how they cause pressures and unequal treatment in the society and 

why pluralism and respect for diversity are universally accepted values. This was done 

through an exercise which reflected on the different levels of intolerance towards not only 

religious minority groups, but anyone who represents “another” group, including stereotypes 

based on socio-economic, educational, sub-cultural, gender, sexual orientation, ethnic and 

religious belonging and common clichés and taboos used in Armenia in relation to those 

groups.  Models of different types of interactions in different societies were discussed in 

relation to those in Armenia. 

 

 

(3) Following the exercise, a smooth transition was done to discuss constructive ways to increase 

levels of tolerance in Armenia, especially among young people and promoting equal rights 

and opportunities for children of religious minority groups. Participants were divided into 4-6 

subgroups to develop concrete ideas to fight “hate speech” and promote equal opportunities 

and respect for people of different ethnic and religious backgrounds.  Most of the ideas are 

aimed at changing attitudes and breaking down stereotypes or ending social exclusion of 

children from religious minority groups in youth-friendly and comprehensive formats, such as 

flash-mobs, joint culture and art exhibitions, and training/support to provide space for children 

to become more active in protecting their own interests. Fourteen ideas were developed during 

4 meetings. The summary of ideas is included in the report. 
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Results:  
114 young people participated in the current stage of the program: 

Armavir- 36 participants 

Gyumri- 29 participants 

Ijevan- 25 participants 

Vanadzor- 24 participants 

 

 At least 114 young people in each of the four regions of Armenia (25-35) were 

sensitized towards phenomena of intolerance from the perspective of human rights; 

 Young people in four regions were given a space to openly discuss sensitive issues 

related to the minorities and their problems in Armenia and the youth attitudes 

towards these problems; 

 Participants were trained to differentiate between ‘hate speech’ and criticism, 

patriotism and intolerance; 

 114 young people in four regions have developed or improved their understanding 

of the importance of respect for universal human rights, specifically those 

regarding children of religious minorities;  

 19 project/event ideas were developed by about 80% of participants who 

demonstrated solidarity to fight intolerance in their communities and influence the 

behavior of others through projects; 

 

At least 4 youth-led initiatives will be implemented by mixed groups of youth/children. 

When these project ideas are implemented, young people in the communities of Armenia 

will be able influence the behaviors of others in their communities in regard to ‘hateful 

attitudes’ and behavior of ‘rejecting others’. Cooperation between majority and minority 

representatives will help break social exclusion of the children from religious and ethnic 

minorities. 
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List of Project ideas designed during workshops: 

Project Ideas proposed by participants of the “Protecting Child Rights of Religious and 

Ethnic Minority Groups in Armenia” project 
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The aim of the project is to break the stereotypes and change the attitude of 

people towards the representatives of religious minorities through the 

representation of a picture story.  The project encompasses following activities.  

Firstly, a contest entitled “All of us are a part of minority” should be announced 

for speakers, photographers and handicraft. Secondly, the dissemination of the 

information related to the program should be organized which includes posting 

announcements in the crowded streets of the city, spreading leaflets at non-

governmental organizations. In addition the information could also be 

disseminated in the social networks and blogs. The third phase of activities 

involves the visits to 10 schools in Armavir, where the project should be 

presented and the announcement of the contest should be spread. Fourthly, the 

working group foresees the organization of “Armavir intercultural evening” 

where the youth will have a speech in the scope of the project title “All of us are 

a part of minority”; the photo and handicraft exhibition will also be held during 

the intercultural evening. Additionally, traditional songs from Armenian folklore 

and other national minorities should be performed. And finally the jury consisting 

of three members will select the winning photographs, handicrafts. First, second, 

and third place winners will receive prizes; small gifts will be provided to the 

speakers and all participants will receive certificates. 
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The working group aims to involve schoolchildren of grades 7-12 in a series of 

events with the objective of recognizing minority group characteristics (culture, 

traditions, and cuisine). This will also enable breaking down stereotypes and 

fostering philanthropy which will contribute to the creation of free and open 

communication. The project will combine following steps.  

1)  First, an examination of minority groups present in the Lori region should 

be conducted.  

2) Secondly, the working group will visit communities to find active groups 

wishing to collaborate in the anti-discrimination campaign.  

3) Only after selecting schoolchildren for the implementation of the project, 

the working group will start providing a variety of cross-cultural exchange 

activities (language acquisition, religious studies, national dances, traditional 

costumes, and national cuisine).  

4) Finally, a discussion of the results and evaluation of the project should be 

carried out to assess the positive outcomes of the anti-discrimination 

campaign and further recommendations for another campaign. 

Another idea involved organizing a flash mob using balloons containing 

tolerance messages and handing them out to observers. For the implementation of 

the project, the group should gather the information, publish the flyers and 

purchase the balloons. Afterwards, the flyers and balloons should be handed out 

to the observers, schoolchildren, adults and the representatives of organizations. 
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The project entails hosting workshops to facilitate discussions for ages 13-17. 

The topics of the workshops will addressed the following questions, “What is 

discrimination?”, “How can we best understand an individual?”, and “How does 

one reflect tolerance though personal actions?” 

The project suggests shooting an animated advertisement which will present a 

message about the rights abuses against children and adults belonging to different 

religious minorities. They will also prepare similar leaflets. The expected 

outcome is to promote the idea of equality and reduction of intolerant attitudes 

towards minority groups. 
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The project intends to educate the broad public (especially youth) about political 

pluralism and the need for all political parties to have equal rights (as the 

experience of developed countries shows). The project will include discussions, 

debates, meetings with the representatives of political parties, a photo contest and 

the publication of the 4-5 articles.  

 

In the scope of promoting tolerance, one of the working groups proposed a series 

of campaigns, forums, film screenings, discussions and video filmed by activists 

displaying religious minorities and their culture to the public. The project also 

includes visits to schools where discussions could be held and T-shirts could be 

created with corresponding slogans. Raising public awareness is the main 

purpose of this project. 

 

The project named “Filos” aims to increase the recognition of the Armenian and 

Greek people through introduction of common history and culture. To do such, 

there will be activities to: form a group, develop a series of events and then 

implement those events. 

 

Taking into consideration recent developments, the working group decided to 

address the issues of sexual discrimination. The project entails the creation of a 

video clip which includes the information about the sexual minorities and will 

promote the reduction of hate speech dominant on Internet. The video will be 

screened at high school institutions where discussion can be facilitated; via the 

Internet, the video will also be dispersed to a larger audience. 

 

The working group suggested organizing a chess tournament involving the 

cooperation between Ijevan InfoTun and Armavir InfoTun. As there are no 

representatives of Ezits and other religious and national minorities in Tavush 

region, the acquaintance and the awareness towards minorities are mainly 

introduced by the television and friends often presented in the form of humor. 

The tournament will provide a good opportunity to become better acquainted 

through the game without having any prejudices. 

 

The purpose of the working group is the organization of a national cultural 

festival organized by Ezits and Armenians. During the festival, the national song, 

dances, traditional foods will be introduced. 
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One of the working groups suggested organizing a concert to gather the young 

singers from the Ezdi, Greek, Ijevan and Noyemberyan communities. According 

to participants, the concert will help to break stereotypes of the participant singers 

themselves and will provide an image of beneficial cooperation between the 

representatives of different national minorities and mainstream culture. 
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The aim of the project proposed by one of the groups was to promote the 

reduction of the discrimination against national and religious minorities. The area 

of operation for the anti-discrimination campaign is Gyalto village, mainly 

populated by the representatives Ezdi community. The main areas of activities 

are agriculture, cultivation and domestic animal breeding. The main issues of the 

community are connected with the construction of new school building and the 

improvement of inter-village roads.  However, the main issue the schoolchildren 

raise is the necessity of having a dining hall/canteen. The renovation of the 

canteen will aid to raise the awareness of national dishes and will provide the 

schoolchildren with the skills for the preparation and sharing of national recipes 

providing a favorable environment for the manifestation of national cultures and 

preservation of national traditions. The positive outcome of the proposed project 

will provide schoolchildren with the opportunity and a place for discussions 

aiming at the increase of self-esteem, the knowledge of their rights and the 

feeling of not being overlooked by the government. 

 

Having the objective the promotion of tolerant environment among 

schoolchildren, the working group introduced the idea of creating a puppet club. 

The program is intended to teach the 20 children how to prepare national 

dolls/puppets. After making the puppets, the working group plans to produce a 

puppet presentation using the children fables and folk tales which will introduce 

cases of child rights violation and possible solutions. A few days after the script 

is completed, we will try to work with the children performers to facilitate a 

discussion with the audience. It is expected that the majority of puppet 

performances will be presented at N2 and N8 schools, as well as 3 rural 

communities, two of which will be held in Azatan and Arevik villages. The 

implementation of the project will enable program participants to engage national 

and religious minority children in the communities where the performances will 

occur, educating the audience about the rights of the children and work to create 

tolerant attitudes towards religious and ethnic minorities. For the children in rural 

communities, the puppet club will also provide an exciting form of entertainment. 

The project will also serve as a good example for having other such kind of clubs 

in rural areas providing a tool for dissemination of minority rights and the 

increase in the number of discussions dedicated to the reduction of hate speech. 

 

 

In all of the five regions, the workshops were hosted by InfoTun and YouthBank host NGOs. 

Inspired by the enthusiasm of the young people, who in a very short period of time engaged 

actively in volunteer work, the staff of host NGOs expressed willingness to help during the 

implementation of the projects. 
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        Conclusions and Recommendations for Working with Socially-Excluded Groups 

While working with a very specific target group, it is important to take into account the 

following recommendations, which derive from the implementation of the two-month project: 

 During discussions, it was obvious that media, literature and schoolteachers play a 

significant role in shaping stereotypes of ‘others’ being inferior. Often so-called 

‘patriotism’ is confused with the notion of rejection of anything ‘non-Armenian’ and 

‘non-Christian’. Thus, it is extremely important to work at the school level and media, 

work especially with teachers of the “History of Armenian Church” and of Armenian 

language and literature, and others who have greater influence on shaping the value 

systems of children and behaviors resulting therein.  

 Schools and local governments lack information about International Conventions 

adopted by Armenian State policies which support pluralism, freedom of speech of 

choice, such as the Convention on Rights of Children or Freedom of Speech, and others. 

Developing such knowledge among these officials, will help promote those values as 

locally- adopted rather than ‘imported foreign’ directives. 

 The violations of the rights of children of religious minorities often happens at three 

different levels: family, community and institutional (schools, universities). It is 

recommended to include all the levels when promoting pluralism and the rights of 

minority representatives. 

 When designing projects for youth and grant announcements for youth-led projects, it 

would be recommended to state cooperation among and inclusion of children from 

religious and ethnic minorities in implementing groups or among applicants as an 

advantage or include it as a criteria in internal evaluation processes. 

 To reduce the hate speech and cases of violations of child rights, it is important to 

reduce the cases of impunity related to the falsely patriotic speech. It is recommended to 

promote education of teacher-parent-student committees to be able to specifically 

address the issues of hate speech and faith-based violations of children’s rights at the 

school level. 

 To increase the respect for diversities in the communities, it is important for NGOs, 

schools, village councils, to organize culture, arts, crafts events where diverse cultures of 

existing ethnic minority populations will be promoted. 

 

Public Outreach  

 

Project activities (accompanied with photos) implemented over the period of May-June 

2014 are reflected in the articles below: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=642926539128810&set=pcb.59167084426410

4&type=1&theater  

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=508815355907870&set=pcb.45128307167538

8&type=1&theater  

 

http://vanadzorinfotun.blogspot.com/2014/05/blog-post.html#more 

 

http://gyumriinfotun.blogspot.com/2014/05/blog-post_29.html 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=642926539128810&set=pcb.591670844264104&type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=642926539128810&set=pcb.591670844264104&type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=508815355907870&set=pcb.451283071675388&type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=508815355907870&set=pcb.451283071675388&type=1&theater
http://vanadzorinfotun.blogspot.com/2014/05/blog-post.html#more
http://gyumriinfotun.blogspot.com/2014/05/blog-post_29.html

